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Chapter 20

Verbs (Tense)

Identify the grammatical category of each underlined verb below and explain the differences 
among the translations. Do an expanded translation of the verb (if possible), spelling out the 
meaning of its time and aspect.

1. Romans 9:1

I speak the truth in Christ — I am not lying (CSB).

I am speaking the truth in Christ — I am not lying (ESV).

2. Romans 1:11

I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you 
(NRSV).

I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you (ESV).

3. 1 Timothy 4:1

Now the Spirit clearly says that in the last times some of the faith will apostatize by being 
devoted to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons.
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4. Mark 1:8

I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (NASB).

I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (NRSV).

I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (CSB).

5. John 19:30

When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit (NRSV).

6. Romans 7:19

I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing (ESV).

I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing (NIV).

I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do (NRSV).

7. Matthew 20:27

Whoever desires to be first among you shall be your slave (NASB).

Whoever would be first among you must be your slave (ESV).
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8. Mark 14:72

And immediately a rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had 
made the remark to him, “Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And he 
hurried on and began to weep (NASB).

And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said 
to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and 
wept (ESV).

9. 1 John 2:11

But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness; he walks in the darkness and does not 
know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

But anyone who hates a fellow believer is still living and walking in darkness. Such a person 
does not know the way to go, having been blinded by the darkness (NLT).

10. 1 Corinthians 11:26

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes (NIV).

For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death until 
he comes again (NLT).

11. Matthew 4:6

“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down” (NIV).
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12. Luke 18:3

And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, “Grant me justice 
against my adversary” (NIV).

A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, “Give me justice in this dispute with my 
enemy” (NLT).

13. 2 Corinthians 8:9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich (NIV).

14. Luke 3:9

Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire (ESV).

Every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire (NIV).

15. Luke 7:35

Wisdom is proved right by all her children.
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16. Gal 6:5

Each one will bear his own load (NASB).

Each person will have to carry his own load (CSB).

Each will have to bear his own load (ESV).

All must carry their own loads (NRSV).

Each one should carry their own load (NIV).

17. Romans 6:17

But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the 
heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed (ESV).

But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from 
your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance (NIV).

18. Matthew 5:41

If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles.

19. Romans 3:10

As it is written, “No one is righteous, not even one.”


