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First John 4:18 may combine both ideas. “There is no fear in love; instead, perfect [τελεία] love 
drives out fear, because fear involves punishment. So the one who fears is not complete [τελειόω] 
in love” (CSB). The verb τελειόω is the cognate verb to τέλειος. The person who fears is not mature, 
since perfect love drives out fear.

Returning to our passage, there are two questions. The first is whether verse 48 is part of the 
paragraph on loving your enemy. All major translations keep verse 48 with the preceding 
paragraph. Or, should verse 48 be its own paragraph, serving as a conclusion for all five topics? For 
example, if your obedience comes from deep in your heart so that you do not lust and therefore 
do not commit adultery, then you are moving toward τέλειος. Since there is nothing in the final 
paragraph that would tie verse 48 exclusively into verses 43–47, and since full maturity is the goal 
for all five examples, verse 48 should be its own paragraph, summarizing everything from verse 21.

The other question is whether Jesus’s goal is our maturity or our perfection. On the one hand, 
perfection is impossible, which suggests Jesus is thinking of full maturity. However, this means 
the same word has two meanings in the same verse. It could also be that Jesus’s goal is out of our 
reach while still on earth, as all true goals often are. However, this runs the risk of exasperating his 
disciples since they are always striving and never attaining.

Jesus’s goal for all his children is full maturity, which will become perfection in heaven. My 
translation is, “Grow toward full maturity, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

What this looks like is pretty much the same today as it was then. It means knowing that murder 
begins with anger in the heart. Adultery begins with lust in the heart. Breaking one’s promise 
begins with a lack of rigorous honesty. The ability to not hate your enemy begins with love in your 
heart.

Our Father is perfect, and his children are to look like him. This means we set as our goal a full 
measure of maturity, and the end of that process will be perfection in heaven. But it is a process, 
so we ask ourselves, where is our weak spot? Is it anger? Lust? Deceitfulness? Hatred? Pick 
one, examine your heart, and ask the Lord for the wisdom and the strength to pursue a deeper 
obedience that comes from the heart. Only then will our actions truly change, and will move toward 
maturity and eventually perfection.

CHAPTER 11: MODIFIERS
1. See textbook, page 113. GK #3836; S #3588.

2. Articles occur in all three genders because they have to agree with the words they modify, and 
there are three genders of words.

3. The article in τόν Βαραββᾶν is not translated because Βαραββᾶν is a proper name.

4. Prepositional phrases often drop the article, and English generally requires that they be added 
back in.

5. The word πᾶς (and ὅλος) is anarthrous even when functioning as an attributive.

6. Adjectives can function as an attributive, substantive, or predicate.

7. How is the article functioning in these verses?

a. Mark 1:3 
Modifies ἐρήμῳ. The prepositional phrase modifies βοῶντος.
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b. Mark 1:3 
τήν agrees with ὁδόν, which is the direct object of ἑτοιμάσατε.

c. Mark 1:11 
τῶν agrees with οὐρανῶν, which is the object of the preposition ἐκ.

d. Matthew 11:15 
ὁ modifies ἔχων, which is the subject of ἀκουέτω.

e. Matthew 12:3 
ὁ is functioning as a personal pronoun and is the subject of εἶπεν.

f. Matthew 12:32 
τοῦ modifies ἁγίου, which modifies πνεύματος.

g. 1 Peter 5:13 
ἡ turns the prepositional phrase ἐν Βαβυλῶνι into a noun phrase, which functions as the 
subject of ἀσπάζεται.

h. Matthew 5:12 
τούς turns the prepositional phrase πρὸ ὑμῶν into a modifier of προφήτας. 

i. Ephesians 5:33 
τόν is functioning as a possessive pronoun, “her husband.”

8. What position are these articles in?

Matt 4:5 τὴν ἁγίον 1st attributive

Matt 13:8 τὴν καλήν 2nd attributive

Matt 9:37 πολύς and ὀλίγοι Predicate

John 3:16 τὸν μονογενῆ 2nd attributive

Matt 7:14 στενή Predicate

9. Adjectives

a. Matthew 2:10 — χαρὰν μεγάλην, attributive

b. Matthew 1:18 — πνεύματος ἁγίου, attributive

c. Romans 4:8 — μακάριος ἀνήρ, predicate

CHAPTER 12: PHRASES AND CLAUSES
1. English examples

a. Dependent construction — “while I was weeping”

b. Independent construction — “Jesus wept.”

c. Phrase — “while she was sleeping”

d. Clause — “whoever is for me”


