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Chapter 18

Phrasing 102

In chapter 14 we learned the basics of phrasing  Let’s review! The pur-
pose of phrasing is to identify the beginning and end of the passage, 
divide it into manageable sections if necessary, find the main point(s) of 
each section, and then see how the remaining phrases relate to those 
main points 

We are going to do some more phrasing, this time with the letter of 
Jude  This is a harder book to phrase, but if you can get through Jude, 
you can deal with most of the New Testament 

JUDE

I have listed the NIV (1984) text of Jude on the next two pages without 
paragraphs and headings  Work from it, not your Bible, or copy the text 
from your Bible software and paste it into your word processor 

STEP 1: FIND THE BEGINNING AND THE END 

Because we want to phrase all of Jude, this step is done for us  We are 
going to work with all twenty-five verses 

STEP 2: IDENTIFY THE SECTIONS

Work through Jude on the next two pages and discover how many basic 
sections it has  Place headings with each 
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Jude

1:1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, 
 To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father 

and kept by Jesus Christ: 
1:2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance  
1:3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the 

 salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend 
for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints  

1:4 For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago 
have secretly slipped in among you  They are godless men, who 
change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and 
deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord 

1:5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the 
Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those 
who did not believe  

1:6 And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but 
abandoned their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound 
with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day  

1:7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding 
towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion  
They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of 
eternal fire  

1:8 In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, 
reject authority and slander celestial beings  

1:9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the 
devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous 
accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 

1:10 Yet these men speak abusively against whatever they do not 
understand; and what things they do understand by instinct, like 
unreasoning animals—these are the very things that destroy them  

1:11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed 
for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s 
rebellion  

1:12 These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you with-
out the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves  
They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn 
trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead  
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1:13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wander-
ing stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever  

1:14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, 
the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy 
ones

1:15 to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the 
ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the 
harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him ” 

1:16 These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own 
evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for 
their own advantage  

1:17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ foretold  

1:18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will 
follow their own ungodly desires ” 

1:19 These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural 
instincts and do not have the Spirit  

1:20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith 
and pray in the Holy Spirit  

1:21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life  

1:22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 
1:23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, 

mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted 
flesh  

1:24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you 
before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—

1:25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forever-
more! Amen 
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Salutation

1:1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, 

 To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father 
and kept by Jesus Christ: 

1:2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance  

Occasion for Writing

1:3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the 
salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend 
for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints  

1:4 For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago 
have secretly slipped in among you  They are godless men, who 
change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and 
deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord 

Description and Condemnation of the Troublemakers

1:5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that 
the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed 
those who did not believe  

         

Call to Perseverance

1:20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith 
and pray in the Holy Spirit  

1:21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life  

1:22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 

1:23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, 
mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted 
flesh  

Doxology

1:24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you 
before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—

1:25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forever-
more! Amen 
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So	how	did	you	do?	I	see	five	basic	sections.	The	salutation	(vv.	1–2)	
and doxology (vv  24–25) are pretty evident  Verses 3–4 then tell us why 
Jude wrote and introduces us to the troublemakers 

The heart of the letter is verses 5–23, but there is a shift between verse 
19 and verse 20 as Jude moves from describing the troublemakers to 
encouraging the church to persevere  In other words, there is a shift 
from the troublemakers to the church, and a shift in his basic message 

Some people don’t split it this way  Some see a shift at 1:17, especially 
because of the beginning “Dear friends ” That’s okay  I may not be right  
But when I break a passage into its sections, what I am looking for is a 
unifying theme, something that holds the verses together  In verses 5–23 
I see Jude doing the same thing: whether he is describing people or 
explicitly judging them, all of it functions as a condemnation of sin, 
asserting that God always punishes evil 

STEPS 3–4

Go ahead and phrase the salutation  It has similarities to 1 Peter 1:1–2 
and shouldn’t give you a problem  Also phrase verses 3–4  Pay special 
attention to why Jude says they are godless 

When you are done, check my work on the next page 

A sign of a church. Can you spot any variances from the 
transliteration scheme you were instructed in this book?
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Salutation

1:1 Jude, 

  a servant of Jesus Christ and 

  a brother of James, 

 To those 

  who have been called, 

  who are loved by God the Father and 

   kept by Jesus Christ: 

1:2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance  

Occasion for Writing

1:3 Dear friends, 

although I was very eager to write to you about the sal-
vation we share, 

 I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith 

that was once for all entrusted to the saints  

1:4  For 

 certain men … have secretly slipped in among you  

  whose condemnation was written about long ago 

  They are godless men, 

who change the grace of our God 
into a license for immorality and 

deny Jesus Christ our only 
Sovereign and Lord 
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We have the usual three-part salutation, with Jude emphasizing that 
those who have been called are also loved and kept both by God the 
Father	and	Jesus	Christ.	This	is	an	important	affirmation	in	light	of	the	
overall negative emphasis of the letter 

Jude then moves into the occasion for writing  He had wanted to 
write	a	different	type	of	letter,	one	about	the	salvation	he	shares	with	
the church; but instead, because of the troublemakers, he felt the need 
to	encourage	the	church	to	fight	for	the	faith.	Why?	Because	certain	
godless men had snuck into the church, and their heresy was twofold  
They taught that holiness didn’t matter, that God’s grace gave them 
license to live immoral lives  Second, they denied that Jesus was the 
believer’s only Sovereign and Lord 

I connected the “For” in verse 4 with the line back to “felt,” precisely 
identifying verse 4 as the reason for why Jude felt this way  Without the 
line, it may not have been visually clear that “For” explains why he felt 
this way  If there had been more room on the page to the right, I would 
have indented all of verse 4 

Notice the use of ellipsis in verse 4: “certain men … have secretly 
slipped in ” While I prefer to keep the word order of the translation, 
sometimes it’s not possible  In biblical order, the phrase, “whose con-
demnation was written about long ago,” separates the subject “men” 
from its verb “slipped in” and is parallel with the following phrase, 
“they are godless men ” So I pulled the phrase out, marked its place 
with an ellipsis, and placed it under “men ”

Notice also what I did with the last two statements (“who    ” and 
“deny	...”).	They	were	too	long	to	fit	on	one	line,	and	it	might	look	like	
“who    ”and “into    ” were parallel phrases  This is why I put a little 
extra space between paragraphs, so wrapped lines still appear to be the 
same phrase  This is how you do it in a word processor 
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Description and Condemnation of the Troublemakers
1:5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the 

Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those 
who did not believe  

1:6 And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but 
abandoned their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound 
with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day  

1:7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns 
gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion  They 
serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal 
fire  

1:8 In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, 
reject authority and slander celestial beings  

1:9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the 
devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous 
accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 

1:10 Yet these men speak abusively against whatever they do not under-
stand; and what things they do understand by instinct, like unrea-
soning animals—these are the very things that destroy them  

1:11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed 
for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s 
rebellion  

1:12 These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you with-
out the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves  
They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn 
trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead  

1:13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wander-
ing stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever  

1:14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, 
the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy 
ones

1:15 to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly 
acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him ” 

1:16 These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own 
evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their 
own advantage  

1:17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ foretold  

1:18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will 
follow their own ungodly desires ” 

1:19 These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural 
instincts and do not have the Spirit  
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REPEAT OF STEPS 1 AND 2

What are we going to go with verses 5–19? Jude is describing the 
troublemakers and condemning them, and he is talking about other 
people who got in trouble  But verses 5–19 are probably too many 
verses to handle at one time, so what is a “phraser” to do?

Basically, we treat the section (vv  5–19) as a new passage, and repeat 
Step 2 by dividing the section into its subsections  Read and reread 
verses 5–19 until the Bible tells you where the natural breaks are  Go 
ahead and do it now, and be sure to write a heading for each subsection  
(Write	the	subsection	headings	in	some	form	that	differentiates	them	
from the main section headings ) Then do Steps 3 and 4 for each subsec-
tion  My work is on the next few pages 

This is a lectionary from the thirteenth to fourteenth century, 
containing parts of Matthew and John. Photo provided by the 

Center for the Study of New Testament manuscripts  
(www.csntm.org) and used by permission of Institut für 

neutestamentliche Textforschung.
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Three Parallels

1:5  Though you already know all this, 
 I want to remind you that 

 {1} the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, 
 but later destroyed those who did not believe  

1:6  And 
 {2} the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but 

abandoned their own home 
—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting 
chains for judgment on the great Day  

1:7  In a similar way, 
 {3} Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave them-

selves up to sexual immorality and perversion  
They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment 
of eternal fire 

Description of the Troublemakers

1:8  In the very same way, 
 these dreamers
  {1} pollute their own bodies, 
  {2} reject authority and 
  {3} slander celestial beings  

1:9 But even the archangel Michael, →
when he was disputing with the devil about 
the body of Moses, 

 → did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against 
him,

 but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 

1:10  Yet 
 these men 

{4} speak abusively against whatever they do not under-
stand; and 
{5} what things they do understand by instinct, like unrea-
soning animals—these are the very things that destroy them 
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I see six subsections 

(1) Verses 5–7 spell out three situations that parallel the situation Jude 
is addressing: people delivered from Egypt; angels; Sodom and 
Gomorrah  The parallelism is that these three groups represent the fact 
that	God	always	punishes	sin.	The	first	two	groups	are	especially	privi-
leged people, and even they were punished  The implication is that 
these “certain men” in Jude’s time will likewise be punished for their 
sins  I underlined the main words to make the three groups obvious 

Notice that I numbered the three points  As I said earlier, whenever 
I want to add something in my phrasing to the biblical text, I use curly 
brackets so I never confuse my scribblings with God’s Word 

I could have broken verse 6b into two parts, showing that the angels 
{1} have been kept in darkness and {2} are bound with everlasting 
chains  But I divided it up the way I did because I like to see the sym-
metry of three groups of beings who each experienced punishment: the 
Israelites were destroyed; the angels are bound in darkness; the people 
of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah	were	punished	with	fire.	You	may	also	have	
noticed that Jude likes triplets — a series of three items 

(2) In verses 8–10 I see Jude doing two things  First, he is describing 
the troublemakers, the “dreamers,” and emphasizing how bad they are  
In verse 8 he gives three characteristics, and two more in verse 10  But 
what is verse 9 about?

As you worked on your phrasing, hopefully you saw that verse 9 
goes with the third description of the dreamers  They “slander celestial 
beings” (v  8), but even the archangel Michael wouldn’t slander Satan 
but simply said, “The Lord rebuke you!” (Don’t go looking for this story 
in your Bible )

Notice my use of space between verses 8–9 and between verses 9–10 
to	group	different	ideas.	Notice	also	how	underlining	the	most	essential	
elements of the discussion helps you focus on the basics of the passage 
and not become lost in the details 

In verse 9 the subject (“Michael”) and the main verb (“did not dare”) 
are separated by the temporal clause (“when …”)  The arrows are my 
way of hooking “Michael did not dare” together 
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Statement of Judgment

1:11 Woe to them! 

 {1} They have taken the way of Cain; 

 {2} they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; 

 {3} they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion  

1:12 {4} These men are blemishes at your love feasts, 

eating with you without the slightest qualm

—shepherds who feed only themselves  

 {5} They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; 

 {6} autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead  

1:13 {7} They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; 

 {8} wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been 
reserved forever  

Prophecies

1:14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: 

 “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his 
holy ones

1:15 to judge everyone, and 

 to convict all the ungodly 

of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly 
way, and 

of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him ” 

Continued Descriptions

1:16 {1} These men are grumblers and faultfinders; 

 {2} they follow their own evil desires; 

 {3} they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own 
advantage  
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(3) The third subsection moves into Jude’s statements of woe, his 
statement of judgment on these dreamers (vv  11–13)  Again, notice the 
numbering of the series 

(4) Jude continues by pointing out that Enoch prophesied about these 
men	(vv.	14–15).	Enoch	didn’t	prophesy	specifically	that	these	specific	
men would come, but that the Lord would judge all the ungodly for 
what they said and did 

(5) In verse 16 Jude resumes his description of the dreamers  If you 
wanted to connect them back to verses 11–13, you could continue the 
numbering with {9}, {10}, and {11}  However, to emphasize Jude’s uses 
of triplets, I numbered them {1}, {2}, and {3} 

The entrance to an archaeological site of 
ancient Corinth.
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PROPHECIES

1:17 But, dear friends, 

 remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold 

1:18  They said to you, 

 “In the last times there will be scoffers 

who will follow their 
own ungodly desires ” 

1:19 These are the men who divide you, 

  who follow mere natural instincts and 

  do not have the Spirit  

Call to Perseverance

1:20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith 
and pray in the Holy Spirit  

1:21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life  

1:22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 

1:23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, 
mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted 
flesh  

Doxology

1:24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you 
before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—

1:25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forever-
more! 
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(6) In the sixth subsection, Jude refers to the prophecies of the apos-
tles, that evil people will come in the last days; the dreamers are the ful-
fillment	of	those	prophecies	(vv.	17–19).	What	is	important	to	note,	in	all	
these descriptions, is that Jude is also condemning them, and that note 
of judgment is what ties verses 5–19 together 

Some people see a major break at verse 17, which starts with what 
appears to be a transitional phrase (“But, dear friends”) and which 
addresses the church directly  It’s good to have a sensitivity to this type 
of change  However, because the overall thrust of this subsection is to 
describe the dreamers as evil people and so continue the judgment 
theme, I prefer to keep verses 17–19 with the preceeding and not start a 
new subsection 

How do my subsections compare to yours? How about my headings? 
If	you	found	a	different	structure,	you	may	want	to	go	back	and	reread	
the passage  But again let me stress that the point here is for you to 
study your own Bible and to let the Bible and the Holy Spirit talk to you 
about what it’s saying 

Okay, we are almost done  Phrase verses 20–25 and then turn the 
page 

It’s probably a good thing both Greek and English are written 
here. The Greek phrase literally reads, “Do not come near.”
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CALL TO PERSEVERANCE

1:20 But you, dear friends, 
 {1} build yourselves up in your most holy faith and 
 {2} pray in the Holy Spirit  
1:21 {3} Keep yourselves in God’s love 

as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
bring you to eternal life  

1:22 {4} Be merciful to those who doubt; 
1:23 {5} snatch others from the fire and save them; 
 {6} to others show mercy, mixed with fear 
 {7}—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh  

DOXOLOGY

1:24 To him 
 who is able to keep you from falling and 
  to present you before his glorious pres-

ence 
 without fault and with great joy—

1:25 to the only God our Savior 
 be glory, majesty, power and authority, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
before all ages, now and forevermore! 

 Amen 
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Verses 20–23 are a call to perseverance in face of the opposition from 
the dreamers  This is the point to which Jude has been heading  He is 
not describing them just to condemn them; he wants his “dear friends” 
to	see	that	the	dreamers	are	evil	people	and	to	stand	firm	in	the	face	of	
their opposition 

Verses 24–25 end with a glorious doxology  Did you notice the themes 
in the doxology that were introduced in verses 1–2? These themes of 
God’s protection and the person of Jesus Christ serve as theological 
bookends to Jude’s call for perseverance 

Let me again stress that while phrasing is not grammatical diagram-
ming, recognizing conjunctions and dependent clauses goes a long way 
in	helping	us	see	the	author’s	flow	of	thought.

Do	you	see	what	just	happened?	You	took	twenty-five	verses	that	
perhaps were not the easiest to understand, you discovered their main 
points,	you	identified	several	modifying	assertions,	and	you	can	now	
see how they all relate to the main points  Welcome to the heart of Bible 
study!
You	figure	out	what	works	for	you.	That’s	the	point.	There	isn’t	

always a right and wrong way to phrase  You can take this basic process 
and	mold	and	shape	it	until	it	works	for	you,	until	you	find	a	way	that	
helps you see most clearly what the Bible is saying  And what works for 
me may not work for you  But take the time, experiment, and let the 
Bible teach you what it says and means 

One last point  One of the purposes of this book is to help you be able 
to read better commentaries  The kind of work we have been doing here 
is	what	you	will	find	in	them.	Perhaps	the	commentary	authors	will	not	
be as deliberate and obvious as I have been with phrasing, but this is 
precisely the type of work that underlies a good commentary  You will 
see an example of this in Phrasing 104 (chapter 24) 

When I was pastoring, we had three people “sneak” into our church 
and try to deceive the people, especially the youth group  I preached a 
three-part sermon on Jude and laid down the groundwork by which we 
would either agree to disagree or else to ask people to leave  The links 
to the sermons are on the lesson page of the online class  If you listen to 
the sermons, you’ll see how I put phrasing into practice 


