Chapter 15

Nominative, Vocative, and Accusative

t's time to see how the Greek case system is more

flexible than perhaps you have realized. The term in
bold at the beginning of each category below is its
technical name. These are the terms commentators
will use.

NOMINATIVE

15.1 Subject. We learned that the nominative can be used to indicate
the subject of a verb.

dwVN EYEVETO €K TAOV OVPOVAV, OV €1 O VIOC MOV O  AyomTnTOC
voice  came out of heaven you are son my the beloved

A voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved”
(Mark 1:11).

owvn does the action of the verb €yéveto. ov is the subject of the
verb ei.

15.2 Unexpressed subject. We learned that a Greek sentence does not
require an expressed subject. A verb by itself can be a complete
sentence. The verb axovw means, “I hear,” which is a sentence.
The subject is supplied by the personal ending on the verb.

oldauey 8¢ 0Tl KOAOC O VOUOC
weknow  but that good  thelaw

But we know that the law is good (1 Tim 1:8).

There is no expressed subject “we,” so it’s derived from the per-
sonal ending on the verb oidapev.
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15.3

15.4

If a simple pronoun derived from the verb’s personal ending
might be confusing, translators will sometimes supply the actual
subject. Take, for example, Hebrews 4:7-9.

He again sets a certain day, “Today,” saying through David
after so long a time just as has been said before, “Today if you
hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.” For if Joshua had
given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day
after that. Consequently, there remains a Sabbath rest for the
people of God. (NASB)

Who is the “He” who “would not have spoken”? It may appear,
initially, to be Joshua; that is what the normal rules of English
grammar would require. However, the subject of the verb is
“God,” who is alluded to in the context. That is why the NASB
capitalizes “He,” and why the NIV replaces “He” with “God.”
The ESV also supplies the antecedent “God” and adds a footnote,
“Greek he,” as is its custom in this situation.

ovK OV  TepL OAANG ENCAEL LETO. TODTO NUEPOLC.
not would concerning another he was speaking after these  days
ESV: God would not have spoken of another day later on (Heb 4:8).

Another example is Romans 3:9, where the ESV adds “Jews” and
marks it with a footnote, “Greek Are we.”

i ovv;  mpoeyduedo; 00 TOVTOC

what therefore we are better off not atall

ESV: What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all.
CSB: What then? Are we any better off? Not at all!

Predicate nominative. We also learned that the nominative is
used for a predicate nominative, primarily with eipt and yivopou.
EYw €Ul 0 XPlLotog

I am  the Christ

I am the Christ (Matt 24:5).

xp1o10g is predicating something about €yw.
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15.5 Simple apposition. A word in the nominative can be in apposi-
tion to another substantive in the nominative. “Apposition”
means that the second word refers to the same entity as the first
and is telling us something more about that entity. The two sub-
stantives will be next to each other and in the same case. Simple
apposition occurs in all four cases.

nopoyivetor Twavvng 0 Bamtiotng knpuoowV €v TH  €pNuU®
came John the Baptist preaching in the desert
NIV: John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness (Matt 3:1).

0 Bantiotng is referring to the same person as Twavvng, and iden-
tifies this John as opposed to other Johns.

[Todroc amoctorog Xpiotod Incod S Bednuotoc O£od
Paul apostle of Christ  Jesus through  will of God
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God (Eph 1:1)

Paul is the apostle writing the letter.

VOCATIVE

15.6 Simple address. We learned that the vocative case is used for
direct address. When speaking directly to a person, the word used
is in the vocative.

gpyov xvple Incod.
come lord  Jesus
Come, Lord Jesus! (Rev 22:20)

15.7 Emphatic address. We also learned that @ may be included if
there is deep emotion or emphasis.

6 ’Incod¢ elmev odtfi, @ YOV, UEYOAN Gov M THGTIC
Jesus said  toher 0 woman great your thefaith

ESV: Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith!”
(Matt 15:28)

NET: Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great!”
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15.8 Nominative for vocative. In many instances, the nominative is
used in place of the vocative, so don’t be surprised when you
mouse over the word, thinking it should be a vocative, but it
parses as a nominative.

N moig, €yeipe

Child arise

Child, get up! (Luke 8:54)

TG is nominative, and the child is being directly addressed.

ACCUSATIVE

15.9 Direct object. We have seen how the accusative is used for the
direct object (5.13).
kol elxov  1xO0Sw dHAlyal
also theyhad fish few
They also had a few small fish (Mark 8:7).

15.10 Object of a preposition. We have also seen the accusative used
for the object of certain prepositions (6.8).

1800  pOyol GmO  GVOTOA®DY TOPEYEVOVTO £1¢  Tepocorvuo
behold Magi  from East came to  Jerusalem

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem (Matt 2:1).

Tepoooivpa is the object of the preposition eig, which takes its
object in the accusative.

15.11 Simple apposition. The accusative can be in an appositional rela-

tionship to another substantive in the accusative.

eldev  Zipwvo kol AvSpéov TOV AdeldOv Zinwmvog
hesaw  Simon and  Andrew the brother of Simon
He saw Simon and Andrew, Simon’s brother (Mark 1:16).

This Andrew was in fact Simon’s brother.
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15.12 Unexpressed direct object. It's common for Greek to drop a
verb’s direct object, and English translators must add them back
in (since English doesn’t allow this, for the most part). This often
happens when there is a parallelism in the sentence, and words
from the first half are assumed in the second.

éroBev 0 IThatoc tov Incodv kol EROCTIYWGOEV.
took Pilate Jesus and  flogged
Pilate took Jesus and flogged him (John 19:1).

Incodv is the direct object of éraBev, and also the implied direct
object of énaotiymoev.

15.13* Double accusative. Some verbs require two objects to complete
their meaning. This construction falls into two categories.

Person-thing. Sometimes the two objects will be a personal (e.g.,
“you”) and a nonpersonal (e.g., “things”) word.

EKELVOC VUOGC ddafel  mavTo
he you  hewillteach all things
He will teach you all things (John 14:26).

The coming Holy Spirit will teach the disciples (“you”), and he
will teach everything (“all things”) Jesus taught them.

Object-complement. The other category is the object-comple-
ment. This means that one word will be the direct object and the
second will predicate something about the direct object.

debte OMIoW WOV, KO TOINOW VUG OALELC  OVOPOTOV.
follow after ~me and [Iwillmake you  fishermen of men

ESV: Follow me, and I will make you [to be] fishers of men (Matt
4:19).

Jesus is going to make the disciples (bpacg) into fishermen (oAietg
avOpOT®V).
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Sometimes a translation will add a word like “as” or “to be”
before the second accusative to help you understand its meaning.

OTECTEILEV TOV VIOV ODTOD TAGGULOV

He sent the son ofhim  propitiation

NIV: he ... sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice (1 John 4:10).
NASB: He ... sent His Son to be the propitiation.

15.14* Subject of an infinitive. A word in the accusative can function as
if it were the subject of an infinitive. Infinitives are “in-finite” in
that they are not limited by a subject, but a word in the accusative
can act as if it were a subject.

00e0c... OVK €008l  VUOC TEPUCORvVOL VTEP O  dUvocHe
God not willallow you  tobetempted  beyond what youareable

NIV: God... will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear
(1 Cor 10:13).

vpag is accusative and is functioning as the subject of the infini-
tive melpocOijvou.

15.15* Measure. The word in the accusative can behave as an adverb,
modifying the verb.

{ntette mpdTOV TNV Boctreloy 10D 0Oeod
seek first the kingdom of  God
Seek first the kingdom of God (Matt 6:33).

npotov is technically an adjective, but here it’s functioning as an
adverb.

15.16* Time how long. When used with time designations, the accusa-
tive is used to indicate length of time. This can be called the
“accusative of time how long.”

v &Vl épNU TEcOEPAKOVTO NILEPQS TEPALOUEVOS VIO TOD GOTOVL
hewasin the desert forty days being tempted by Satan
He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan (Mark 1:13).
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VOCABULARY

Oyhoc crowd (175)
TOMC city; town (163)
£€0voc nation (162)
plural: Gentiles
NUEPOL day (389)
ovouo name (229)
Tovdotog Jewish (195)
noun: a Jew
ITodAog Paul (158)
[Tétpoc Peter (156)

92,130 word occurrences out of 137,663 (67%). Congratulations. You
now know two-thirds of all word occurrences in the Greek Testament.
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